
Barn Quilt Trail FAQ & Sponsorship 

WHAT IS A BARN QUILT? 

A barn quilt is a short name for a quilt block pattern painted on a composite material and mounted with 
screws on a barn. The squares may also be mounted on public or private buildings or mounted on posts. 

WHAT DOES IT COST TO HAVE A BARN QUILT? 

The average cost is $350 which is for an 8′ x 8′ block. Depending on the size of the barn and distance from a 
public road, the block may be smaller or larger. The locations committee will make a site visit and 
determine the appropriate size for the barn. 

HOW LONG WILL THE BLOCK LAST? 

We use both a high quality outdoor sign material and outdoor paint that should last up to 10 years. 

HOW CAN I HAVE A BARN QUILT IF I DON’T HAVE A BARN? 

You can sponsor a block and we will try to match the block pattern you choose to the block pattern desired 
by the barn owner in the county. 

WHY WOULD SOMEONE WANT TO SPONSOR A BLOCK IS THEY DON’T HAVE A BARN? 

People sponsor blocks for many reasons, including in memory of someone, as a gift, or just because they 
love and want to support this project. 

WHAT IF I HAVE A BARN BUT DON’T WANT TO PAY FOR A BLOCK, CAN I STILL HAVE ONE? 

Your barn may be a candidate for a sponsored block that needs a home. We’ll make every effort to match 
you up with a sponsor of a block. 

DOES THE BLOCK HAVE TO BE PLACED ON A BARN? 

No, the square may be mounted on public or private buildings with permission. The square could also be 
mounted on posts in front of a business, attraction, or in a field. The location needs to be safe enough that 
someone could see the block from the road and stop to take photos. 

DO I HAVE TO PUT THE BLOCK UP MYSELF? 

No. If you would like to help that would be great but we have experience putting them on barns and want to 
make sure it is mounted safely and securely. 

WHO OWNS THE BLOCKS? 

The Arts Council of Calvert County owns the blocks. 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE BLOCK IF I SELL MY FARM OR THE BARN? 

The new owner must agree with our criteria and want to keep the block. We will write a new agreement with 
the new owner. Otherwise, the block will be removed and stored until a new home can be found. 

 



WHO CHOOSES THE BLOCK PATTERN? 

Most barn owners or other location sponsors use a pattern that is a favorite quilt pattern of the family or 
one that has a theme that fits the farm or location. 

WHAT IF I DON’T KNOW WHAT PATTERN I SHOULD HAVE? 

We have a block committee who will gladly help you find a pattern. They have access to thousands of quilt 
blocks and can search by color, theme, or type of pattern such as pieced or appliqued. Just tell us you want 
help and we’ll make some suggestions for you to choose from. 

WHO PAINTS THE BLOCKS? 

A group of volunteers paint the blocks based on an approved sample called a mini. 

WHAT IF I DON’T LIKE IT AFTER IT’S PAINTED? 

We certainly don’t want that to happen, so you will first see a paper sample of the pattern and paint chips 
for the colors. Once that’s done, it will then be painted by the volunteers. 

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET A BLOCK? 

There is not a quick answer to that question. We have a process to go through which all takes a little time. 

CAN ANY PATTERN BE USED? 

Yes, as long as it is not copyrighted. That’s part of our process – to make sure the pattern is copyright free. 


